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How can a few seconds 
of a football match put 
a family in upheaval?
How do these “men in 
black” put up with 
insults and threats 
from fans?
In “Kill the Referee” 
the film director Yves 
Hinant reveals the  
hidden lives of these 
men behind the scenes 
of a major football 
tournament. 
Howard Webb from 
England, selected 
amongst the best 
referees in Europe,  
to referee UEFA EURO 
2008™ has the firm 
intention of refereeing 
the final. A decision 
he makes against the 
Polish team and the 
repercussions of that 
decision goes against 
his plan. A whole  
country rises against 
him. Even the prime 
minister of Poland  
goes as far to say 
that he wanted “to kill 
someone” the night of 
the match.
Mejuto, a Spanish 
referee shares the 
same dream of reach-
ing the final. His four 
year effort of attaining 
that goal meets with 
a bittersweet ending 
when his home country 
qualifies for the final.
Family and friends of 
the referees are living 
these dreams and  
obstacles through  
every match of the 
tournament, each one 
in their own way.

LE FILM



LA PROD

For the last fifteen years Jean Libon, 
producer has imposed his unique 
documentary style in the famous “Strip 
Tease” show (RTBF,France 3). With a 
love for gritty and controversial subjects 
Jean Libon loves nothing more than to 
provoke his viewers. After a first request 
to UEFA in 2000 he finally obtained the 
authorisation to penetrate the very  
discreet world of refereeing for the 

EURO 2008. Jean Libon and Yves 
Hinant surrounded themselves with 
exceptional talent to create a new docu-
mentary genre: The editor Françoise 
Tourmen, production designer Josh 
Norton from Big Star NYC, the com-
poser Van Romaine (Live Wire Audio), 
and of course colour grading specialist 
Mike Joris.

THE DIRECTOR
Yves Hinant was born in 
1968 in Liège in Belgium.  
He started as a sports 
journalist for RTBF for two 
years. Following this he 
joined the “Strip Tease” 
show directed by Jean 
Libon and Marco Lamensch. 
He has directed thirty odd 
films including “Tiens ta 
droite”, “Histoire d’Ivoire” 
(nominated for the Europa 
prize), and “Le flic, la juge, 
et l’assassin” (which won the 
Grand prize at the festival 
des Docs de Louvain and the 
Scam prize 2008).
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I wanted to lay 
my eyes on 
what no one 
had laid their 
eyes on before. 
Yves Hinant
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”

TECHNICAL INFORMATION

CONTACT

Filmed in DVCam
Additional footage UEFA in HDCam
Location: Switzerland, Austria, UK, Spain, Italy
End of production July 2009
Colour
Image Ratio 1:1.77

‘Les Arbitres’, 77’ edit
Master HDCamSR (24 et 25 fps)

‘Les Arbitres’, 52’ edit
Master HDCamSR (25 fps)

Script (.xls) with full transcript of dialogues, 
translations in French, German and English.
B-roll: 170 hours.
Electronic press kit by request.
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